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and other great industries. The leaders of the party moderated their
language in the hope of securing Liberal and middle-class support,
but nothing could conceal the fact that these proposals were, in the
aggregate, of a revolutionary character and, as before, the fear of
violent change worked greatly to the advantage of the Conservative
party. As in 1924, so in 1935, the reaction from Socialism swept over
the Liberal half-way house and sent immense numbers, who in normal
times would have voted for a Progressive party, running for shelter
to the Conservative camp.
The election, held on November 14, gave the National Govern-
ment a majority of 247 (Conservatives 387, National Liberals 33,
National Labour 8), a figure which, though necessarily below that of
the abnormal flood-tide of 1931, was greatly in excess of the most
sanguine estimate of its supporters. Labour with 154 seats was far
below the position it had reached in 1929 ; and independent Liberals
*were reduced to 21. Lloyd George with his special programme and
his " Council of Action " had little traceable effect on the course of
events, but 63 members of the new Parliament, including some Con-
servatives, gave a general adherence to his proposals. " Safety first"
had not been an auspicious war-cry for the Conservative party on a
previous occasion, but undoubtedly it expressed the mood of the
country in 1935. The election was largely a personal triumph for
Baldwin, who reaped the reward of high character and uncommon
skill and sagacity in the handling of his party. Immense numbers of
his countrymen judged him to be " a man discreet and wise to set
over the nation."
A sudden and altogether unexpected catastrophe overtook the
Government within three weeks-of the election. On December 7
Sir Samuel Hoare, the Foreign Secretary, being about to take a holiday
in Switzerland, took occasion to visit M. Laval, the French Prime
Minister, in Paris, and after a few hours' conversation the two men
reached complete agreement on a series of proposals for the settlement
of the Italian-Abyssinian dispute for submission to the League, to
Italy and to Abyssinia*. The British Cabinet considered these pro-
posals on December 9 and 10 and gave them a somewhat reluctant
consent. But on the following day the general outline of the plan
leaked out in Paris and raised a storm among all parties in Great
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